






DR 138 “Diana’s Ring” by Sante Simone, Laura Fabriani, Giovanni Romagnoli, Alessandro 
Zappaterreni. 

 

General description 

The project is simultaneous operating through measure and reading. It builds the necessary relationships 
with the setting through the character of the buildings. The project is unveiled preexistence. We think 
that Kosovo should measure the places of its own independence through the construction, along the 
naturalistic bar that defines its orographical boundaries, of the architectures upon the most important 
urban settings that are in service both of neighboring cities and entire nation. For Peja we are projecting a 
court building for the requested college campus that take a portion of the ecological passageway and 
defines the community dimension, with the construction of librarian towers, in the merry interchange 
between the places of knowledge and those of daily life. The size and the structure of the building bring 
back to the form of the city a kind of architecture that is always been there. 

(Sante Simone, Laura Fabriani, Giovanni Romagnoli, Alessandro Zappaterreni) 
Jury assessment 
The project proposes one large square block and a green central space. The sides of this block are 
specified with 200 meters length. The building is explained as an abstraction of the territory of Kosovo, 
with small towers (“minarets”) as representation of the different localities and their ethnic identities. 
What is appreciated is the clarity and strength with which the project positions the university at the heart 
of the site and claims for it to be an independent entity. It also questions the tendency to create a hybrid 
between nature and architecture, creating a clear sense of inside and outside. It is not clear whether the 
space inside is meant to be accessible for all citizens or if it is to be understood as a campus or even as a 
monastery. The central space remains quite bleak and its potential as a public heart is not explicitly 
explored, Its orthogonal form creates a strong contrast to the topography or city contours. 
The plan promotes a strict zoning which addresses highly ideological issues such as the separation into 
female and male areas. This separation provokes a strong rejection in the jury. If it is taken literal it is 
unacceptable. The jury tries to figure out the intention behind this zoning. It is not clear whether it is an 
interpretation of muslim tradition, or if it is a metaphoric way to describe atmosphere. Both explanations 
are seen as problematic. Applying the most “optimistic” reading, one could say that the provision of a 
female area suggests that women are an integral part of the educational programme: in order to include 
them they have to be given a space for themselves. 
“Diana’s ring” can be interpreted as a provocative statement, rather than as a proposal for the concrete 
construction of a new neighbourhood for the city. In this sense the project critically reconfigures the 
demands given in the brief. Since the shape and configuration of the building is simultaneously form, 
ideology and symbol the phasing of construction is no issue, Parts of the jury do not appreciate this lack of 
process in the project’s conceptual consideration. 
The project’s simple geometry could be seen as an ordering device which aims at transforming the world 
into a tidy place. It is mentioned that for the city representatives of Pejë the proposed form brought up 
the connotation of military barracks and their watchtowers. Generally, the jury can appreciate that the 
issue of education is taken very serious. On the other hand the project can be criticized for imagining the 
space of education as elitist or detached from city life. Parts of the jury see exactly this isolation not as 
elitist but as a necessary condition to promote education as a main development program of the country 
of Kosovo. 
Concerning the idea of spatializing the primary importance of education the concept is very relevant. The 
jury discusses whether the building typology can be judged as outdated and even conventional, or if it is 
an interesting contribution to the discourse about the contemporary city. 
Nevertheless, one has to appreciate the conceptual approach which opens up the discussion about the 
role and responsibility of architecture in the ongoing and future development of Kosovo. The project 
rightfully extends this question to a cultural issue, reminding of the necessity that the building industry 
has to face and reflect the existing cultural situation in order to provide substantial urban developments. 
In this sense the proposal raises a number of important questions that have to be taken seriously. What is 
the meaning of education for the city and the country, how can a strong identity of a place be established, 
what is the relation between the new construction and the city around it? 
  



Jury Recommendations 

Diana’s Ring, the runner up project, in this sense, can be seen as a programmatic statement ‘ideologizing’ 
the future of Peja. It is clear that the drawings and the text have to be critically discussed. By using theory 
as a design-method it addresses the context between geography (political site), landscape (cultural / wild 
nature), and history (past / future). The design brings decisive issues on the table of the discussion: 

- Education as a main programme for the development of the city and the country 
- Cultural identity as a parameter which one must not exclude in the concept of future urban 

developments 
- Typological performance as a disciplinary tool which has to „decipher“ the codes of architectural 

language in the specific context of Kosovo: by means of which gesture do we, in fact, achieve open 
space? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




