






FR 123 “Fratres” by Garcia Fallola-Arderius, architects 

 

General description 

Rhythm and repetition of similar elements has been a resource to emphasize a limit between two realities 
or as a compositional resource throughout history. The Composer Arvo Part repeats again and again the 
same piano notes on top of the linear melody of the violin in his masterpiece Fratres. Brodgar stone circle 
in Orkney encloses a magical space using standing stones and geometry; the sculptor Agustin Ibarrola 
uses carved and painted railway sleepers to draw lines and edges in Bottrop, Germany. In all these cases 
every single element is different to the others, as an expression of the individual within the group. The 
place of the individual within the group is the leitmotiv of our proposal. 

The plot where the university area is located is the limit between the city and wild nature, being the aim 
of our proposal to emphasize that reality. While from a territorial scale that limit is emphasized by the 
rhythmical repetition of singular elements the small residence towers imply, a continuous but human 
scale action is what configures the different areas of the campus from an inner perspective. The snake-
shape structure that holds the common facilities of the residence reconfigures the contour lines holding 
the ground, liberating a green long corridor across the city for the educational zone to appear - a complex 
volume of smaller parts carved out of the natural topography. Concrete super-structures configure the 
main lines of the project, allowing a secondary lighter type of construction to specifically configure the 
different realities of each building, providing it with the necessary flexibility that responds to individual 
needs. (Roberto Garcia-Hector Arderius) 
 
Jury assessment 

The project proposes megastructures instead of single objects. Two types of megastructures frame the 
site: to the west, snake-like buildings create a transitional edge and form courtyard situations, to the east 
an open structure of rectangular buildings with slim towers above marks the limit to the mountain. The 
most important drawing is the diagram that shows how the building creates an edge towards wild nature. 
This line also suggests the formation of a retaining wall to the soft and earthy structure of the hills. The 
space in between buildings seems to offer an idea of open nature instead of a park. The presence of the 
mountains in the images of the project suggests an interesting atmosphere, bringing together city and 
landscape. The skyline of the towers corresponds to the line of the mountains; the dispersed character of 
this new part of the city therefore unfolds a poetic quality. On the other hand, the clear separation from 
the landscape confers an urban quality to the central area. It is discussed whether the large scale of the 
proposal is realistic and if it allows for a successive development. It also has to be taken into account that 
a certain critical mass is necessary to make the project attractive to the private sector that the city needs 
for implementation. 
 

Jury Recommendations 

‘Fratres’ is a reasonable blueprint for the future urban project. Taking into consideration the 
aforementioned relations and realities during the design process, it is a great option to create a 
contemporary landscape in the city of Peja. Emphasis should be on the cultural realities / education, 
without neglecting the fact that the project must be attractive to private sector in order to make 
implementation possible. The jury appreciates the clear concept of the proposed structures that frame 
the site, to the west and to the east. The buildings in the west intelligently integrate nature in every level - 
on the ground level and as well on the higher levels. Their proportions make them appear as actors in 
front of a nature - "stage setting" the quality of the landscape. The space in between seems to offer an 
idea of open nature, a huge area linked to the huge existing park. The architects should precisely define 
the content of this huge area. The strength of ‘Fratres’ is to provide an open frame, nevertheless with 
clear premises: the relation to the landscape on a larger scale, the formation of borders as limits and 
inhabitable spaces, the accessibility of common spaces, the possibility of flexible programming and 
adaptable volumes. All these qualities not only have to be respected and carefully explored in order to 
become usable assets for the urban development. 
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